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From Our Pastor: Fr. Brendan Foley 
Continuing with a similar theme from last Sunday regarding the Lord’s ongoing response to our prayers, today the read-

ings remind us of the disposition from which we must always pray: the heart of God is perpetually attentive to the hum-

ble. Boldly present throughout the whole of Scripture is the reality that the Lord "hears the cry of the oppressed" and that 

"the prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds" (Sirach 35:21). This is how the Lord desires to respond to our prayers, al-

ways with the gift of his presence that draws close: "The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit," 

“When the just cry out, the LORD hears them, and from all their distress he rescues them”. So a consideration for us in our own prayers 

might be whether or not I see myself before the Lord in my own vulnerability, in my own poverty whatever it may be, with humility and 

trust that the Lord cares and is actively accompanying me. If my attention is there and if this is my disposition, I can grow in confidence 

that I am not alone in my weakness. 

In our Gospel today, Jesus contrasts the Pharisee's “prayer” with the tax collector's humble plea for mercy, teaching that "whoever exalts 

himself will be humbled, but whoever humbles himself will be exalted." If we notice the text, we see that the Pharisee’s prayer is said “to 

himself”–we could receive this as reflective of selfishness or pride, and that his words aren’t directed to God, nor do they reflect the dis-

position that God has shown he is attentive to. The point of this rather cringeworthy story told by Jesus is that pride is a sin that actually 

blinds us to our other sins and to the needs of others. Here, the Pharisee is completely inattentive to mercy and to what kind of heart the 

Lord draws close. 

St. Paul in our second reading provides a beautiful case study (if you will), for the disposition of humility and trust in prayer to which we 

are all called. Recall that Paul finds himself poor and humiliated but simultaneously  not discouraged, confidently sustained by radical 

faith and trust in the Lord. We might be able to place his words on his lips while he is in prison nearing the end of his life and trial before 

Nero where he will ultimately give his life. Paul reflects on being "poured out as a libation," abandoned by all at his defense: "everyone 

deserted me." In this moment of profound lowliness—imprisoned, isolated, facing death—he feels the sting of humiliation. Yet, he de-

clares, "the Lord stood by me and gave me strength," rescuing him from "the lion's mouth" and every evil threat. Paul's trust transforms 

his poverty into a testament of hope, as he affirms, "I have fought the good fight... I have kept the faith." Pope Benedict XVI describes 

this moment of Paul's experience as "a model for every Christian": "The Lord stood by me and gave me power, so that through me the 

message might be fully proclaimed… Communion with Jesus crucified and risen, a bold witness of his love." "The cry of the poor and 

oppressed,” Benedict notes, “finds an immediate echo in God, who desires to intervene to open up a way out, to restore a future of free-

dom, a horizon of hope." 

Like Paul, when we face humiliation—through betrayal, failure, or hardship—let’s ask for the grace to resist discouragement by anchor-

ing ourselves in radical trust. Begin prayers not like the Pharisee with self-justification but rather with honest vulnerability, echoing the 

tax collector: "God, be merciful to me, a sinner." True prayer, if we are honest with ourselves, must emanate from a poor, humble heart, 

that leads our lives to foster unity and mission. In our weaknesses, the Lord draws close, not to leave us crushed, but to lift us as beloved 

children. May St. Paul's unwavering faith inspire us today, even if we find ourselves living in humiliation, may our trust in the Lord open 

the heavens, turning our trials into triumphs of grace. 



Pray For Vocations 
Paul writes that the Lord strengthened him to pro-
claim the good news of Christ. Though God calls 
men and women to serve Him, He always provides 
for their needs. Is God calling you to trust Him to help you be a 
priest, a deacon, or a consecrated religious? Reach out to the Vo-
cation Office via email: vocations@syrdio.org and follow us on 
Instagram @vocationssyracuse.  

9:00am Mass Intentions for SJB/HT 
Sunday October 26, 2025 - Maria Luisi - Frances Palma Boody 
                                            Owen Donovan -  Carl & Debbie Guy 
Sunday November 2, 2025 - All Souls Day - All Souls 

A Family Perspective  
Family Life Education  
Listen to Jesus in today’s Gospel: “who humbles 
himself will be exalted.” It is not the occasional 
big events, but the daily humble routine of family 

life which creates bonds and relationships which last a lifetime.  

Sacrificial Giving 
Collection Week Oct. 12th: $2,418.00 
Collection Week Oct. 19th: $ 

Lector - Oct. 26th 
9:00am SJB/HT: Chet Wisniewski 
Lector - Nov. 2nd 
9:00am SJB/HT: Lisa Johnson 
 

Eucharistic Ministry 
 Center Mary’s Side 
October 26 Betty Warren Mary Beth Cusano 
November 2 Larry Argiro Cathy Horton 
November 9 Karen Fekete Dave William 
November 16 Pat Minnoe          Mary Anne Bergamo 
November 23 Mary Beth Cusano      Betty Warren 
November 30 Cathy Horton Larry Argiro 

Reflect: Readings and Gospel 
1st Reading Question: Sirach teaches us that God 
cares deeply about our desire for justice. Can you 
think of a time when you fought against an unjust 
situation? 

2nd Reading Question: As Paul nears the end of his life, he 
shares with Timothy how he fought hard for the faith, ever grate-
ful for the Lord’s support. As you look back on your life, can you 
see where God has been present? 
Gospel Question: Jesus teaches the crowds about the importance 
of humility. Does humility come to you naturally or do you have 
to work at it? ©LPi 

Recognize God In Your  
Ordinary Moments 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
Tunnel Vision 
 

There are some parents on the playground I really can’t stand. 
 

You know them, probably, if you’re a parent, or if you’re not, 
you know a different version of them. They’ll tell you about how 
their little Brayden is a bilingual violin prodigy who sleeps 
through the night and only ever asks to snack on vegetables. But 
as soon as Brayden starts to chase your screaming kid with a 
stick, they’re conveniently scrolling on their phone, unaware. 
 

You’re not irritated that their kid is smarter than yours and likes 
veggies (well, maybe you are, a little). You’re irritated that they 
have tunnel vision. In striving for perfection, they have become 
unable to acknowledge imperfections. 
 

If you’re reading this, you’re probably in church. If you’re in 
church, you’re probably someone who is concerned with what is 
right and what is wrong. I’ve got news for you: that might just 
make you (and me) more at risk of being like Brayden’s parent 
than the people who stayed home today. 
 

Unclutch your pearls! It was good of you to come to Mass. Defi-
nitely keep doing that. That’s the right choice. Just don’t forget 
that in making the right choice, we don’t become righteous. 
 

Look, I’m not going to lie to you. Sometimes, it’s my kids who 
are doing the chasing with the stick. They’re kids, and kids do 
dumb things, just like everyone else. And maybe it’s because they 
hate vegetables and sleep terribly that I’m less reluctant than 
Brayden’s mom to admit their mistakes. It’s a hard fall from the 
pedestal. 
 

If we’re churchgoing followers of Christ, we are hopefully people 
who earnestly want to do the right thing. Maybe, sometimes, we 
do exactly that. The Pharisee did the right thing sometimes. He 
fasted. He tithed. But he gazed so long at his own holiness that he 
became blinded by it. He stood before God, and he could only 
think of what he had done right. 
 

We need to stay vigilant, folks. Just when you look away, that’s 
when Brayden grabs the stick. ©LPi 

Religious Education Announcements 
We offer classes from Pre-K (4 yrs. Old) to Con-
firmation 1. If you wish to have your child partici-
pate, please call Betty Warren at 315-420-6357. 

Please pray for our Students and our Teachers, that they will have 
a successful and enjoyable year.  

International Food Festival 
At this time we would like to thank all who vol-
unteered to set up and take down for this festival, 
all who presented their various food donations, 
baked goods and all who donated lottery scratch off tickets. 
THANK YOU ALL who attended! An update of the festival will 
be forthcoming.  

Sunday November 2 - All Soul’s Day 
On Sunday November 2nd during our 9:00am 
Mass we will remember all our loved ones who 
have passed away during the 2024-2025 year. 
Candles will be lit on the back altar to remember 
each one. If you would like to purchase a candle for $5.00 to re-
member your loved one from past years we will have them avail-
able at the Blessed Mothers Altar. Please provide the rectory with 
the name by Friday Oct. 31st. After the Mass you may request to 
take the candles home, but please request the candle from  our 
sacristan Allan or secretary Nancy. As well we will serve bever-
ages and cookies following the Mass.  



Parishioners, please look through this list for 
any names that should be removed. Also, if 
you have a loved one to request for prayers 
call the office to have their name added.  
Remember: Mike Affleck, Shawn Babcock, Nancy Bailey, Jack 
Brien, B.J. Bubniak Family, Arlene Bukowski, Ashley Caiello,  
Robert Capria, Catherine Cushman, Linda Deapo, Theresa 
Domathowski, Hank Donohue, Ginny & Erin Donovan, Jenny 
Emmi, Tenley Farrow, Marilyn Ferretti, Ellen Gangemi, Gladys 
Graham, Robert Greenwood, Joseph Guinto, Jeanne Hammond, 
Mary Isgar, Carla Johnson, Tony Lauretti, Shirley Kerr, Emma 
Lane, Kay Ledermann, Jackie Limeri, Luciano Luisi, Judy & 
Skip Marioritti, Michael & Darlene Morga, Diane Moro, Peggy 
Palerino, The Pavia Children, Antoinette Perotta, Faith Setzer, 
Marion Sherwood, Esther Sindoni, John Sobon, Patricia Soule, 
Timothy K. Suppes, Patrick St. Thomas IV, Barbara Traino,  
Shelly Visco, Matthew Watkins, and Fred Wheeler. We also 
remember in our prayers our Service Men and Women & 
our Health Care Workers. Due to HIPAA laws, hospitals are 
not allowed to give names of patients. Please notify the parish 
office if you have a loved one in the hospital, a nursing home 
or is homebound and would like a visit.  

2026 Mass Book and Special Requests 
The 2026 Mass Book is open for your intentions 
for the 9:00am Sunday Mass. **Note: we will 
only be booking Masses and requests from 
January-April at this time. Please call 315-478-

0916 or stop by the rectory during office hours for your inten-
tions. Masses are $15.00. As well, you may request to have the 
Sanctuary Lamp $10.00 or Bread and Wine $25.00 in memory 
of your loved one(s) for the week. 

Call the Rectory to arrange for marriages, arrangements made 
six months prior to date. Contact our organist directly. 
Information will be provided. Call the rectory for baptisms and 
hospital/home visits.  

Mass Schedule OLP/SP 315-422-7163 
Saturday Vigil - 4:00pm Vietnamese Mass 6:00pm 
Sunday - 7:30am, 11:30am  
9:30am Vietnamese 
Monday - Thursday 9:00am in the Chapel 
Reconciliation Wednesday 4:00-5:00pm 

Prayer – For Everyday And Everybody  
Prayer of Praise  
Dear God, As we look to the week ahead, help us 
to remember that You will accompany us at every 

moment, You who greet us with mercy anew every morning, and 
grace in abundance each night. Amen. ©LPi 

Devotions Explained 
The Guardian Angel Prayer 
The Guardian Angel Prayer, also known as the 
Angel of God Prayer, invokes the protection of 
one’s guardian angel. Often one of the first pray-
ers taught to children, it consists of two rhyming couplets: “Angel 
of God, my guardian dear, to whom God’s love commits me here, 
ever this day be at my side, to light and guard, to rule and guide.” 
 

The exact authorship of this prayer is unknown. Scholars previ-
ously attributed it to St. Anselm of Canterbury, though many now 
believe a version composed by Reginald of Canterbury in his 
“Life of Malchus” serves as the prayer’s inspiration. 
 

Guardian Angels are referred to in Scripture in the Book of Dan-
iel (Dan. 12:1), the Gospel of Matthew (Matthew 18:10) and the 
Psalms (91:10-13). “From its beginning until death, human life is 
surrounded by their watchful care and intercession,” says the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church (CCC 336). ©LPi 

HOPE Appeal 2025  
SJB/HT’s goal this year has been set at $16,969.00. 
To date SJB/HT parishioners have donated 
$5,335.00 in pledges or donations. If you have not 

yet made your gift, we ask you to join us in strengthening our 
church and serving people throughout our diocese. Simply mail 
your donation with the provided envelope or bring your complet-
ed pledge card to Mass. You can also make a gift online at 
www.syrdio.org.  

Mission Does Not End with October 
As we conclude World Mission Month, we re-
member that the Church’s missionary work is on-
going. Our baptismal call to share the Gospel con-
tinues beyond this season, inviting us to remain 
engaged, through prayer, storytelling, and generous action. The 
first World Mission Sunday was celebrated nearly a century ago 
in 1926. The need today remains urgent: missionaries still serve 
in remote villages, conflict zones, refugee camps, and urban 
slums. They bring more than aid, they bring Jesus Christ. 
 

As St. Paul VI reminded us 50 years ago in his historic exhorta-
tion Evangelii Nuntiandi: “The Church exists in order to evange-
lize” (14). We are grateful for your support this October, and we 
invite you to continue the journey. Subscribe to Mission Maga-
zine, join us in praying the World Mission Rosay year round, and 
stay connected to the Pop’s missions through 
www.pontifcalmissions.org.  

Have Fun & Trick and Treat Safely  


