
St. John the Baptist and Holy Trinity Parish  
 

Sunday Mass: 9:00am Confession : Thursday 4:00-5:00pm 
 

406 Court Street Syracuse, NY 13208 Office (315) 478-0916 Fax (315) 423-8096 

October 12, 2025  

Office Hours SJB/HT Mon.-Thurs. 9:00am-4:00pm Friday 9:00am-2:30pm 
Secretary/Bulletin: Nancy Bergeson 
In Residence: Fr. Paschal Anionye 
E-mail - nbergeson@syrdio.org 
Web Site - www.stjohnthebaptist-holytrinity.com 
Syr. Dio. Web-site - www.syracusediocese.org  
Parish Council President: David William 

Music Director/Organist: Mr. James Stanley 
Buildings/Grounds: Robert Warren 
Religious Education: Betty Warren 
Sacristan/Grounds: Allan Chouinard 
Altar Servers: Benjamin Chouinard 
                         Alyssa Warren & Cecilia Judge 
Trustees: Gerald Mott & John Cannizzaro 

From Our Pastor: Fr. Brendan Foley 
Gratitude's Healing Embrace: Returning to the Source. As we celebrate the 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time, our read-
ings draw us into stories of profound healing and the call to respond with heartfelt gratitude. In first reading from the 
second book of Kings, Naaman the Syrian, a leader once burdened by the terrible disease of leprosy (and pride), eventu-
ally obeys the prophet Elisha and immerses himself seven times in the Jordan, an unusual, yet simple task. Emerging 
with skin "like the flesh of a little child" (2 Kgs 5:14), Naaman doesn't merely depart healed; he returns, offering gifts 

and proclaiming, "Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel" (2 Kgs 5:15). His gratitude transforms isolation into 
faith-filled witness--probably good for us to recall, whenever we see ‘leprosy’ in scripture, we should also think: leprosy is not just a 
physical ailment, but potentially also it could be indicative of a hardness of heart. Sin, to this day even for us, has a leprosy-like effect on 
us, and sin is very often the fruit of ingratitude. It would courageous, but a nonetheless very worthy point for self-reflection, “what lepro-
sy is plaguing me most?” Could it also be ingratitude? 
 

The Gospel parallels this in Luke's account of the ten lepers. Crying out for mercy, they obey Jesus' directive to show themselves to the 
priests and are cleansed en route. Yet only the Samaritan returns, glorifying God at Jesus' feet (Lk 17:15-16). "Stand up and go; your 
faith has saved you," Jesus declares (Lk 17:19). St. Paul, in his letter to Timothy, urges endurance: "If we endure, we will also reign with 
him" (2 Tm 2:12), reminding us that God's faithfulness persists even when ours falters. 
 

In this month dedicated to the Holy Rosary and to Respect for Life, we gently turn to Mary, the Queen of Heaven, whose life exemplifies 
perfect gratitude. In her Magnificat, she sings, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior" (Lk 1:46-47), re-
sponding to God's healing grace poured out on humanity through her fiat. I encourage you to take the invitation to meditate on the life of 
Christ, and our mother Mary in the mysteries of the Rosary, Mary invites us to ponder the Gospel with the lens of her memory, and view 
our own healings—physical, emotional, spiritual—and to return thanks, much like the Samaritan. Healing and being made whole again is 
always the initiative of the Lord who is faithful, and continually we are asked to patiently trust his fidelity. Pope Benedict XVI in Deus 
Caritas Est: "Mary's greatness consists in the fact that she wants to magnify God, not herself." Her humility teaches us that true healing 
blooms in grateful surrender to the incredible providence of God. 
 

Today, let these readings stir your spiritual life. In a world of hurried distractions, pause to recognize God's healing mercies. Ask your-

self: How has God healed me or how might he be actively healing—from wounds of the past, addictions, or broken relationships? What 

was my response to His healing power—did I return in praise, or press on forgetting? Have I invited Mary to intercede, and to allow her 

to be Mother to me? When has gratitude shifted my perspective from complaint to joy? In endurance and gratitude, we find salvation's 

fullness. Like Naaman and the Samaritan leper, return to Jesus in praise. Through the witness of your life, the healing mercies that 

have been made known to you will lead others to join you in giving glory to God. 



Pray For Vocations 
In the second reading we hear Paul say he bears 
everything so those who are chosen may obtain 
salvation. How much are we willing to bear in 
ministry for the salvation of those around us, and 
how are we called to bear it? If it might be as a priest, deacon, or 
religious, reach out to the Vocation Office via email:  
vocations@syrdio.org and follow us on Instagram 
@vocationssyracuse.  

9:00am Mass Intentions for SJB/HT 
Sunday October 12, 2025 - Anthony Capria - The Family 
                                              Antonio McLaughlin - Mother 
    Owen Donovan - Mr. & Mrs. Michael Morga 
Sunday October 19, 2025 - Rosalie Emm - The Estate 
                                              David McLaughlin - Mother 
                                           Owen Donovan - Bob & Betty Warren 
                            Dan & DeDe Calkins - Dave & Victoria Calkins 

A Family Perspective  
Family Life Education  
Everyone needs “A Round Tuit.” The lepers in 
today’s Gospel probably meant to thank Jesus. Ex-
cited about being cured they didn’t get “around-to-

it.” We get caught up in our own interests and fail to appreciate 
what we have or to say what is in our hearts. This week get your-
self “A round Tuit.” 

Sacrificial Giving 
Collection Week Oct. 5th: $5,167.00 

Lector - Oct. 12th 
9:00am SJB/HT: Pat Minnoe 
Lector - Oct 19th 
9:00am SJB/HT: Ashley Crisafulli 
 

Eucharistic Ministry 
 Center Mary’s Side 
October 12 Dave William Karen Fekete 
October 19    Mary Anne Bergamo  Pat Minnoe 
October 26 Betty Warren Mary Beth Cusano 

Recognize God In Your  
Ordinary Moments 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
Your Faith Has Saved You 
 

Your faith has saved you. These are the words 
I pray I will hear when my heart stops beating, when the last 
breath has left my lungs. 
 

We hear Jesus say these words, or words like them, several times 
in the Gospels: to the woman bold enough to grasp for his cloak 
in a crowd, to the men who testify to their belief that he can re-
store their sight, to the leper kneeling before him in thanks. 
 

These are some of my favorite passages in all of Scripture, be-
cause they illustrate so beautifully what salvific faith is — and 
what it is not. 
 

It’s so easy to think that I have done all the necessary work by 
simply believing. Yes, Christ is my Savior. Yes, the Church is his 
bride. Yes, this doctrine is true, that dogma is infallible, so on and 
so forth. 
 

I believe! 
 

Well, so what? Satan believes, too. It doesn’t do him any good. 
 

The lepers had faith — so they begged Jesus to heal them. They 
had faith — so they followed his instructions and went to the 
priests. Their faith was sufficient to motivate these actions, which 
led to their physical healing. But only one had faith strong 
enough to understand that physical healing doesn’t mean any-
thing without spiritual results. Only one had enough faith to go 
back to the source of his healing and say, “Thank you. Now 
what?” 
 

I have enough faith to know that God can heal me. But do I have 
enough faith to embrace the purpose for which He heals me? 
 

If Jesus tells you that your faith has saved you, he isn’t talking 
about faith as merely an internally held belief. In each of these 
Gospel passages, he’s talking about faith as a conviction that is 
making itself seen. Heard. Felt. He’s talking about an arm that is 
reaching for the hem of a garment, a voice that says “I believe” or 
a knee that is bent in gratitude. 
 

He’s talking about faith that is so strong it becomes action. This is 
the faith I hope I can have. ©LPi 

Rectory Closed 
SJB/HT and OLP/SP rectories will be closed on 
Monday October 13th in observance of Columbus 
Day and Indigenous People’s Day. There is no 
9:00am Mass at OLP/SP this day.  
****SJB/HT Rectory will be open from 9:00am-2:00pm from 

Tuesday October 14th through Friday 17th.****  

Religious Education Announcements 
We will be starting Religious Education classes on 
October 19th. Classes will be from 9:45am-
11:00am. We will be having classes from Pre-K (4 

yrs. Old) to Confirmation 1. If you wish to have your child partic-
ipate, please call Betty Warren at 315-420-6357. 

International Food Festival 
Saturday, October 25th 

Noon - 4:30pm 
SJB/HT Parish Center  

Hope To See You There! 

Minor Policy Changes to  
Our Entrances to Church 
As requested by our Parish Council for the 
continued safety and concern for our parish 
family, the parking lot side door (the handicap 
accessible entrance of the Church) will be 

locked once Mass begins. While we are aware that this does not 
remove incidents of all potential risk, it would simply ensure that 
our ushers would be able to attend to anyone entering the Church 
at our main doors once Mass has begun. All arrivals to the 
Church once Mass has begun are kindly asked to enter through 
our main doors. If an individual has need for use of the ramp after 
Mass has begun, one of the ushers or a nearby parishioner can 
certainly open the door and assist. Thank you for your under-
standing and for your cooperation, and we anticipate that this 
simple change in procedure won't cause anyone grave inconven-
iences nor create cause for alarm. This policy will go into effect 
beginning Sunday October 19. 



Parishioners, please look through this list for 
any names that should be removed. Also, if 
you have a loved one to request for prayers 
call the office to have their name added.  
Remember: Mike Affleck, Shawn Babcock, Nancy Bailey, Jack 
Brien, B.J. Bubniak Family, Arlene Bukowski, Ashley Caiello,  
Robert Capria, Catherine Cushman, Linda Deapo, Theresa 
Domathowski, Hank Donohue, Ginny & Erin Donovan, Jenny 
Emmi, Tenley Farrow, Marilyn Ferretti, Ellen Gangemi, Gladys 
Graham, Robert Greenwood, Joseph Guinto, Jeanne Hammond, 
Mary Isgar, Carla Johnson, Tony Lauretti, Shirley Kerr, Emma 
Lane, Kay Ledermann, Jackie Limeri, Luciano Luisi, Judy & 
Skip Marioritti, Michael & Darlene Morga, Diane Moro, Peggy 
Palerino, The Pavia Children, Antoinette Perotta, Faith Setzer, 
Marion Sherwood, Esther Sindoni, John Sobon, Patricia Soule, 
Timothy K. Suppes, Patrick St. Thomas IV, Barbara Traino,  
Shelly Visco, Matthew Watkins, and Fred Wheeler. We also 
remember in our prayers our Service Men and Women & 
our Health Care Workers. Due to HIPAA laws, hospitals are 
not allowed to give names of patients. Please notify the parish 
office if you have a loved one in the hospital, a nursing home 
or is homebound and would like a visit.  

2026 Mass Book and Special Requests 
The 2026 Mass Book is open for your intentions 
for the 9:00am Sunday Mass. **Note: we will 
only be booking Masses and requests from 
January-April at this time. Please call 315-478-

0916 or stop by the rectory during office hours for your inten-
tions. Masses are $15.00. As well, you may request to have the 
Sanctuary Lamp $10.00 or Bread and Wine $25.00 in memory 
of your loved one(s) for the week. 

Call the Rectory to arrange for marriages, arrangements made 
six months prior to date. Contact our organist directly. 
Information will be provided. Call the rectory for baptisms and 
hospital/home visits.  

Mass Schedule OLP/SP 315-422-7163 
Saturday Vigil - 4:00pm Vietnamese Mass 6:00pm 
Sunday - 7:30am, 11:30am  
9:30am Vietnamese 
Monday - Thursday 9:00am in the Chapel 
Reconciliation Wednesday 4:00-5:00pm 

Bakers 
Would you like to donate a baked good for the 
Baked Good Table at the International Festival? 
We Accept!! Baked goods can be dropped off on 

Friday October 24th during office hours 9:00am-2:30pm or the 
day of the event, Friday October 25th, doors will be open by 
9:00am. As well we would love any volunteers to help and have 
fun for this event. See the post below for more information. If 
you bake Gluten Free please mark your baked good as such. 
We do appreciate Gluten Free Baked Goods.  

Prayer – For Everyday And Everybody  
Prayer of Gratitude 
Dear Lord, Every day is full of blessings from 
Your generous hands. Thank You for waking us 
this morning, filling our lungs with breath. Thank 

you for the ways You are healing our past, working in the pre-
sent, and opening possibilities for the future. Amen. ©LPi 

Devotions Explained 
Creeds, Explained! 
Most Catholics can recite at least portions of 
the Nicene and Apostles Creed by heart — 
but though these are perhaps the best-known 
two creeds of modern times, Church tradition 
has yielded many more. 
 

A creed (from the Latin “credo,” meaning “I believe) is a sum-
mary of the most important articles of faith agreed upon by a 
group of people who hold them as truth. Tradition attributes au-
thorship of the Apostles’ Creed to Christ’s 12 Apostles. The Ni-
cene Creed originated at the first worldwide ecumenical council 
in Nicaea in 325 AD. The Athanasian Creed is another famous 
statement of belief approved by the Church, this one focusing 
particularly on the matter of the Holy Trinity. 
 

All approved creeds fulfill Christ’s Great Commission to “make 
disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19) and the need for Chris-
tians to “always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who 
calls you to account for the hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15). 
©LPi 

Lottery Scratch Off Tickets 
We would like to have a lottery raffle as one 
of the Food Festival raffles. And, as last year, 
we are asking for your help in collecting tick-
ets. Would you so kindly help us by donating 
a scratch off or two for the raffle, please. You may put them into 
the collection baskets or drop them off here at the rectory office.  

HOPE Appeal 2025  
SJB/HT’s goal this year has been set at $16,969.00. 
To date SJB/HT parishioners have donated 
$4,385.00 in pledges or donations. If you have not 
yet made your gift, we ask you to join us in strengthening our 
church and serving people throughout our diocese. Simply mail 
your donation with the provided envelope or bring your complet-
ed pledge card to Mass. You can also make a gift online at 
www.syrdio.org.  

United In Prayer With the Missions 
As World Mission Month continues, we are invit-
ed not only to give but to pray for the Church in 
mission territories. One powerful way to do this 

is by praying the World Mission Rosary, introduced by Venera-
ble Archbishop Fulton Sheen in 1951. Each decade is a different 
color, representing a region of the world.  
 

In Evangelii Nuntiaddi, St. Pope Paul VI reminds us that prayer 
is the soul of all mission: “It is the Holy Spirit who, today just as 
at the beginning of the Church, acts in every evangelizer” (75). 
Through our prayers, we unite ourselves with missionaries bring-
ing the Gospel to the ends of the earth. 
 

Let us offer our rosaries and Masses this week for those who 
bring Christ’s love to the margins, often at great personal cost. 
And let us ask the Holy Spirit to rekindle the fire of hope in own 
hearts, that we may also be missionaries, wherever we are.  

Special Invitation to  
Pray the Rosary 
St. Anthony of Padua Hispanic & Latino Her-
itage Month Celebration (Sunday 10/19 10:30 
Rosary in Spanish, Mass at 11:00, Celebration with Refreshments 
to follow---and you can come by to visit even if you go to our 
9:00am Mass :) 1515 Midland Ave, Syracuse, NY 13205  


