We have the blessing of celebrating together today the Com-
memoration of All the Faithful Departed (All Souls), as No-
vember 2 is a Sunday this year. Regardless of whether this day
is a Sunday or not, each year this liturgical observance is wor-
thy of our attention, especially as it calls our attention to a par-
ticular work of mercy, praying for those who have died. You will find that the
readings today offer us important features for our consideration: our firm hope
for eternal life and simultaneously our ongoing need for purification and con-
version. It presents us with a sobering reality of the brevity of our earthly life

and also the call to pause and look at our lives from the Lord’s perspective— THE COMMEMORATION OF
e . . ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
how am I prioritizing my life around the Lord’s call? How have I responded to el L T R
. . .. . “For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who
the invitation of the Gospel? Am I living my life for the Lord or for myself? === thel sonand bellsves inlhimimay have stornal Iife.

Those difficult questions take courage for us to consider with humility, because

as St. Paul more than once reiterates: “we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense, ac-
cording to what he did in the body, whether good or evil” ( cf. 2 Corinthians 5:1, 6-10). He says this not to motivate us by fear, but rather
to live in radical imitation of the love that God has shown us by giving us the gift of himself in Jesus, the gift of our earthly life and the
gift of eternal life, the life of heaven—where there is freedom and full reconciliation beyond our journey through this valley of tears.

As we heard in the Gospel last Sunday, the proper disposition and response to the Lord in prayer is humility and trust (cf. Luke 18:9-14).
These virtues must characterize our hearts and our lives—should we want to experience the fullness of life in heaven. Though we do not
create these virtues and dispositions on our own, we must ask for them. And in asking for them, we should realize that it is the work of
the Lord himself who desires to transform our hearts and lives with his presence and grace to perfect us, to heal us, to grow us, which
leads us ultimately to the gift of divine hope! A hope that we know DOES NOT DISAPPOINT (cf. Romans 5:5-11)! The book of Wis-
dom in the old testament reminds us boldly that God “did not make death, nor does he rejoice in the destruction of the living” (cf. Wis-
dom 1:13). So now the character of hope for our observance of All Souls arrives: The Lord’s persevering love for you and me is that
he does not abandon us to the domain of death. Sit and receive with deep gratitude Jesus’ own words in the Gospel today:

“I will not reject anyone who comes to me...[and the will of the Father is] that I should not lose anything of what he gave me, but that [
should raise it on the last day...that everyone who sees the Son and believes [in Greek: entrusts one’s life to] him may have eternal life,
and I shall raise him on the last day.” (cf. John 6:39-40)

Why is this so? Why is it the posture of God to desire our knowing him or to be saved by him? It certainly doesn’t have to be so, and yet
he has given us freedom to choose to respond in love to his mercy or to live apart from it. So how have I responded? How does my life,
my faith, my hope reflect this now? May we grow in faith and in knowledge of the divine perspective ever more this day and respond to
God's grace!

Lastly, as I’ve stated before, among my favorite words to pray in the Mass celebrated for our loved ones who have died are ones saturat-
ed with profound hope: “In [Jesus Christ] the hope of blessed resurrection has dawned, that those saddened by the certainty of dying
might be consoled by the promise of immortality to come...for your faithful, Lord, life is changed not ended, and, when this earthly
dwelling turns to dust, an eternal dwelling is made ready for them in heaven...” (Preface I for the Dead). I hope these words are familiar
to you, and I pray that the consolation that comes from them continues to accompany you and your loved ones as you grieve. These and
so many of the prayers during the funeral liturgy speak to the reality that we were created by God for ultimate communion and eternal
life with Him, and while we are saddened at the way our lives on earth change because of a particular grief or the absence of our de-
ceased loved ones, we are deeply encouraged that we will “see them again and enjoy their friendship” when the love of Christ, which
conquers all things, destroys even death itself.

Until that day, as a Church committed to the Works of Mercy, we are called upon to comfort those in sorrow and to pray for the souls of
all those who have died, and especially to remember them at the Altar. May we be recommitted to our own ongoing conversion that the
Lord may bring us all safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory forever and ever. Amen.




Offices Closed

SIB/HT and OLP/SP offices will be closed on Tues-
day November 11th in celebration of Veteran’s Day.
There is no 9:00am Mass at OLP/SP as well.
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ﬂa Religious Education Announcements

E “EE We offer classes from Pre-K (4 yrs. Old) to Con-

g firmation 1. If you wish to have your child partici-
M pate, please call Betty Warren at 315-420-6357.
Please pray for our Students and our Teachers, that they will have
a successful and enjoyable year.

9:00am Mass Intentions for SJB/HT
Sunday November 2, 2025 - All Souls Day - All Souls
Sunday November 9,2025 - Grazia Mucci - Husband & Family
Owen Donovan - Tony & Ellie Egle
Anthony DelVecchio - Ann Carruthers

Lector - Nov. 2nd

9:00am SJB/HT: Lisa Johnson V%
Lector - Nov. 9th e N4
9:00am SJB/HT: Mary Barraco

Eucharistic Ministry

Center Mary’s Side
November 2 Larry Argiro Cathy Horton
November 9 Karen Fekete Dave William
November 16 ~ Pat Minnoe Mary Anne Bergamo
November 23~ Mary Beth Cusano  Betty Warren
November 30 ~ Cathy Horton = Larry Argiro

The Bread and Wine is offered in memory of
Kevin Cole
Requested by The Family

N

Osverime,  Sacrificial Giving
pmvetepe2 Collection Week Oct. 19th: $2,505.00
S~~~ Collection Week Oct. 26th: $2,027.00

Pray For Vocations

Christ here says clearly that He has come to earth
to do the Father’s will. We are called to imitate
Christ and do our Father’s will for us. Is His will
for you to be a deacon, a priest, or a religious brother or sister?
Reach out to the Vocation Office via email:
vocations@syrdio.org and follow us on Instagram
(@vocationssyracuse.

Sunday November 2 - All Soul’s Day
On Sunday November 2nd during our 9:00am
Mass we will remember all our loved ones who
have passed away during the 2024-2025 year.
Candles will be lit on the back altar to remember
each one. If you would like to purchase a candle for $5.00 to re-
member your loved one from past years we will have them avail-
able at the Blessed Mothers Altar. Please provide the rectory with
the name by Friday Oct. 31st. After the Mass you may request to
take the candles home, but please request the candle from our
sacristan Allan or secretary Nancy. As well we will serve coffee
and cookies following the Mass.
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Reflect: Readings and Gospel

1st Reading Question: Our wisdom writer speaks of
just souls resting peacefully in God’s loving hands.
Can you think of a more peaceful image of death?

2nd Reading Question: Paul teaches the Romans that with Je-
sus’ resurrection, “death no longer has any power over him,” or
us, as believers. Does this belief help you through times of griev-
ing from the loss of a loved one?

Gospel Question: Jesus taught the crowds that anyone who be-
lieves in him will have eternal life and be raised from the dead on
the last day. How do others know you believe in Jesus? ©LPi

Thank You/Food Festival

A very big Thank You to those who generously
donated time, food, baked goods, raffle donations
and to all who attended the Festival. Honorable
mention to Wegmans, Lyncourt Bakery, Fish
Cove, Vince’s Gourmet Imports, Onondaga
County Parks, Uncle Sam’s Boat Tour, Delta Sonic, Carmen’s
Automotive Shop, Riley’s, Murray’s, Bee Kind of Syracuse, Sy-
racuse Crunch Hockey, Peter’s Liquors, parishioners generous
gifts and a generous private donor. Overall the 2025 International
Food Festival was a BIG success. We were able to see a profit of
$2,197.00. Many comments received were “how much fun, great
food, raffles were exciting and we’ll be back next year”!

Mark your calendars for our next event Break-
Breqqus’f fast with Santa on Sunday December 7th 8:00-
.! & w57 11:00am. If you would like to donate a basket
! for raffle, we will be happy to start collecting
them between now and December 5th.

Recognize God In Your
Ordinary Moments

i By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

==l The Semicolon

My grave is in the corner of a cemetery in rural southeastern Wis-
consin. For at least a mile in every direction, all you can see is
farmland — cows, barns and quiet country roads. It’s beautiful,
serene. | imagine the hand of God writing me into existence —
she lived, she died — using for ink the very dirt that fills this
grave. The dust from which I was created.

Surrounding my grave are the burial plots of other family mem-
bers — Rachel, Georgiana, Julian, Josephine. I visit the cemetery
to pray for them, knowing they are there, but also not there. And
when [ visit their graves, I stand on my own. I look out at the tree
-lined horizon and the farmland. I think of how, in a thousand
years, none of this will be here. But I will be here, God’s hand
paused against the page, preparing to write the rest of the story
not in dirt but in his own blood. For Christ does not lose anything
of what the Father has given him.

Not a soul. Not a bone. Not a lock of hair.

She lived, she died; she lived again. No longer is there a period
after the words she died but instead a semicolon. And the semico-
lon is the grave, that mystical place where the Blood mixes with
the dust of the earth, where life meets death, and then meets life
again. And the story continues. ©OLPi
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All Faiths Food Pantry Donations
Your non perishable food donations can still be
brought and left in the Food Wagon’s in the parking lot
side and Park Street vestibule of the Church.

If you would like to make a monetary donation
please make checks payable to

***¢All Faiths Food Pantry”***




2026 Mass Book and Special Requests
The 2026 Mass Book is open for your intentions
for the 9:00am Sunday Mass. **Note: we will
only be booking Masses and requests from
January-April at this time. Please call 315-478-
0916 or stop by the rectory during office hours for your inten-
tions. Masses are $15.00. As well, you may request to have the
Sanctuary Lamp $10.00 or Bread and Wine $25.00 in memory

Respect Life November - Pro-Vita
Scholarship

of your loved one(s) for the week.
@*ﬁ

for High School Seniors Iﬁ:
The Office of Family/Respect Life Ministry

and the Catholic Schools Office are offering the Bishop James
Moynihan Pro-Vita Scholarship to Catholic public and private
senior year students in the Syracuse Diocese. Two- $1000.00 and
One- $500.00 awards are based on answering, “Why are you pro-
life and how will you help build a culture of life?” Submissions
may be an essay, a video, song, music, photos, or art (limit to 2
minutes or 500 words). Submissions are due by December 15,
2025 using the following link: https:/bit.ly/46377xb.

Please contact the Office of Family/Respect Life at

familyrespectlife@syrdio.org for more information.

Devotions Explained
Prayer for the Dead

It may seem strange to pray for someone who is
already dead and who, according to our earthly -
reckoning of time, has already undergone judgment. But God is
not subject to the constrictions of time as we understand them.
Our prayers for the dead are, like our prayers for the living, an
expression of charity and the unity that exists between all mem-
bers of the Body of Christ.

Prayer for the dead is a practice which not only predates Catholi-
cism but predates Jesus Christ, as we see in the Second Book of
Maccabees (2 Maccabees 12:42-45).

“By virtue of the ‘communion of saints,” the Church commends
the dead to God’s mercy and offers her prayers, especially the
holy sacrifice of the Eucharist, on their behalf,” says the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church (CCC 1055).

The most common Catholic prayer for the dead is as follows:
“Eternal rest grant unto them, o Lord, and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace.”
©LPi

y HOPE Appeal 2025
HOPE SJB/HT’s goal this year has been set at $16,969.00.
Appeal  To date SIB/HT parishioners have donated
$7,260.00 in pledges or donations. If you have not

yet made your gift, we ask you to join us in strengthening our
church and serving people throughout our diocese. Simply mail
your donation with the provided envelope or bring your complet-
ed pledge card to Mass. You can also make a gift online at

www.syrdio.org.

Prayer — For Everyday And Everybody

Prayer During Loss

O God, In the midst of my grief, be with me. Cov-

er this season with Your comfort and consolation,
. help me to know Your presence and Your grace.

* Bring comfort to my affliction, and hope to my
/N heart. Amen. ©OLPi
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St. Charles Borromeo/Feast Day Nov. 4
St. Charles Borromeo (1538 - 1584) is most known
for living during the time of the Protestant Refor-
mation and helped influence reform of the whole
Church during the final years of the Council of

Trent. §f.L.c'HAp|_Eé
BORROMEO

Although St. Charles Borromeo belonged to nobili-
ty, he greatly desired to serve the Church. In 1559,
his uncle was elected Pope Pius IV. He made Charles cardinal-
deacon and administrator of the Archdiocese of Milan. At the
time, Charles was a simple student, but because of his intellectual
qualities, he was assigned several important offices connected
with the Vatican. After the death of his brother, he decided to
become a priest and was ordained at age 25. Soon after he be-
came bishop of Milan.

Quietly working behind the scenes, St. Charles Borromeo is cred-
ited with keeping the Council of Trent in session and encouraging
the pope to renew the Council in 1562, after its 10-year suspen-
sion. Afterwards, he devoted his time to serving in the Archdio-
cese of Milan.

Among his most important actions during his life, St. Charles
Borromeo established seminaries, colleges, and communities for
the education of candidates for holy orders. His emphasis on
Catholic learning greatly increased the preparation of men for the
priesthood and benefited their congregations. He died at the age
of 46. ©OLPi

any names that should be removed. Also, if

you have a loved one to request for prayers

call the office to have their name added.

Remember: Mike Affleck, Shawn Babcock, Nancy Bailey, Jack
Brien, B.J. Bubniak Family, Arlene Bukowski, Ashley Caiello,
Robert Capria, Catherine Cushman, Linda Deapo, Theresa
Domathowski, Hank Donohue, Ginny & Erin Donovan, Jenny
Emmi, Tenley Farrow, Marilyn Ferretti, Ellen Gangemi, Gladys
Graham, Robert Greenwood, Joseph Guinto, Jeanne Hammond,
Mary Isgar, Carla Johnson, Tony Lauretti, Shirley Kerr, Emma
Lane, Kay Ledermann, Jackie Limeri, Luciano Luisi, Judy &
Skip Marioritti, Michael & Darlene Morga, Diane Moro, Peggy
Palerino, The Pavia Children, Antoinette Perotta, Faith Setzer,
Marion Sherwood, Esther Sindoni, John Sobon, Patricia Soule,
Timothy K. Suppes, Patrick St. Thomas IV, Barbara Traino,
Shelly Visco, Matthew Watkins, and Fred Wheeler. We also
remember in our prayers our Service Men and Women &
our Health Care Workers. Due to HIPAA laws, hospitals are
not allowed to give names of patients. Please notify the parish
office if you have a loved one in the hospital, a nursing home
or is homebound and would like a visit.

Parishioners, please look through this list for ﬁ REMEMBER

Mass Schedule OLP/SP 315-422-7163

Saturday Vigil - 4:00pm Vietnamese Mass 6:00pm
Sunday - 7:30am, 11:30am

9:30am Vietnamese

Monday - Thursday 9:00am in the Chapel
Reconciliation Wednesday 4:00-5:00pm
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Call the Rectory to arrange for marriages, arrangements made
six months prior to date. Contact our organist directly.
Information will be provided. Call the rectory for baptisms and
hospital/home visits.




